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The Innovation Institute, which is located at Thirteen15, the new residential and
retail development on Tulane’s downtown campus, was dedicated on Thursday, June
16. The institute's mission is to bring to the market the ideas and discoveries of
Tulane faculty, researchers, staff and students, as well as local innovators, to fuel
innovation in the Gulf South. (Photo by Paula Burch-Celentano)

“This is a magical moment for Tulane University,” said President Michael A. Fitts on
Thursday, June 16, as he dedicated the Innovation Institute located at Thirteen15,
the new residential and retail development on Tulane’s downtown campus.

The Innovation Institute heralds the “redevelopment and reimagining of our
downtown campus, which will fundamentally transform not only Tulane University
but the city of New Orleans and its economy.”
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The Innovation Institute is “a direct result of investments in research at Tulane,” said
Fitts, noting the 50% jump in research funding between 2017 and 2021 with
anticipation for another record year in 2022.

“Out of that explosion in research, the Innovation Institute will help advance
Tulane’s most promising ideas for entrepreneurial development, creating new
startups, accelerating those companies while fully engaging with the innovation and
entrepreneurial communities in New Orleans,” said Fitts.

Thirteen15 is the first stop for the Innovation Institute, which will move to a
redeveloped Charity Hospital building  within the next few years. Tulane already
occupies 16 buildings downtown and with a redeveloped Charity Hospital building
will add 350,000 square feet and thousands of employees to a vibrant, downtown
campus infrastructure.

The Innovation Institute will serve as a “convener, collaborator and motivator” for
startup talent in the community — and at Tulane, said Patrick Norton, senior vice
president and chief operating officer. Driven by the university’s “core strengths in
biotech, health sciences, energy, infectious disease and engineering,” the Innovation
Institute will “harness and deploy the vast power of Tulane’s top-ranked research
enterprise and welcome intellectual assets like never before.”

Kimberly Gramm, the inaugural David and Marion Mussafer Chief Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Officer at the Innovation Institute, told the dedication audience of
nearly a hundred, that Tulane leaders have “ignited a transformational effort in the
Innovation Institute.”

Gramm comes to Tulane from Texas Tech University. She has a comprehensive
background in new venture creation, developing university competitive funding
opportunities, building innovation ecosystems, developing deep technology
commercialization programs and engaging the community and industry in
meaningful ways.

“Having the full support of President Fitts, the senior leadership team and the Board
of Tulane gives me great, incredible confidence that the Tulane Innovation Institute
is poised for extraordinary success and impact,” said Gramm.

President Fitts also thanked key donors who helped launch the Innovation Institute,
especially Robert and Kikie Priddy, who made a lead gift for the Robert L. Priddy
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Innovation Lab. The gift for the Innovation Lab is, “without exaggeration, a
generationally transformative gift,” said Fitts.

Robert Priddy is “somebody who has entrepreneurship in his soul,” said Fitts. “His
creativity and can-do attitude is infectious.”

 


