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Law professor Tania Tetlow, center, chief of staff and vice president, shares with
students her insights as an activist. A former federal prosecutor with expertise in
family law and the use of legal tools for combating domestic violence, she previously
directed the law school’s Domestic Violence Clinic, and remains active in the clinic’s
policy initiatives. (Photo by Cheryl Gerber)

Almost 100 activists from around the nation gathered at Tulane University last
weekend to tackle a pressing problem on campuses: sexual assault. Organized by
undergraduates Nina Baumgartner and Hannah Novak with support from Newcomb
College Institute, the interdisciplinary conference featured panel discussions and
strategy sessions that covered everything from prevention to victim recovery and
self-care to techniques to mobilize for action.
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“It’s about opening up the conversation and having a dialogue within those different
approaches,” said Novak, a sophomore majoring in public health.

The first of its kind in the state, organizers had an overwhelmingly positive response.

“People are really passionate about this topic. We reached out to all of the colleges
and universities, and even some high school administrators as well,” Novak said.
“They’re going through a lot of similar experiences.”  

Baumgartner, a senior studying neuroscience and gender and sexuality studies,
agreed. “That’s why we wanted to have community activists and military victims
advocates.”

Faculty and administrators from across the Tulane campus lent their voices as well,
providing information about the resources available to the Tulane community, as
well as their support to the student activists.

This issue is having a particularly prominent moment in the national conversation,
from President Obama’s It’s On Us campaign to Lady Gaga’s Oscar-nominated song
“Til it Happens to You,” in the 2015 documentary The Hunting Ground, which deals
with campus rape in the United States.

Novak said that anything that can start the conversation is important. “Sexual
assault is very hard for people to discuss, and it can put you in a vulnerable position,
so anything that makes that easier is a good thing.”

But talking about it is not enough and action is required, said Baumgartner, a double
major in neuroscience and gender & sexuality studies. “It’s doing some of the work,
and we have to come at it from a lot of different angles. Pop culture isn’t going to
solve this problem alone.”

Aidan Smith is external affairs officer for the Newcomb College Institute.

“Pop culture isn’t going to solve this problem alone.”
student Nina Baumgartner


